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EDITORIAL 

 
H i  Eve r yone !  
Whe re  do  I  b eg i n  fo r  t h i s  
mon th s  BUG?  So  much  has  
h appen  s i nce  I  l a s t  w ro t e .  
Ou r  soc i a l /  AGM ga t he r ing  
ou t  a t  t h e  D i ck i e ’ s  i n  
J anua r y wen t  r e a l l y  we l l .  
I t  was  g r ea t  t o  c a t ch  up  
w i t h  some  membe rs  who  
we  ge t  t o  s ee  once  a  yea r .   
The r e  was  p l en t y o f  f ood ,  
( J an ,  I  t h i nk  we  ca t e r ed  
we l l  f o r  t h e  a f t e rnoon )  I t  
i s  good  t o  s ee  we  have  
s ome  membe r s  who  have  a  
“REAL SWEET TOOTH” ,   
g r e a t  company & some 
g r ea t  i d ea s  f o r  up  &  
coming  r i d es .  An  id ea  was  
pu t  i n to  p l ace  fo r  Ea s t e r  I  
h ave  a  coup l e  o f  i dea s ,  I  
h ave  had  a  chance  t o  ge t  
on  t h e  WEB & check  t h em 
ou t .  One  p l ace  Wi l l i am  
r ecommended  & I  mus t  s a y 
i t  l ooks  g r ea t ,  we  cou l d  
u s e  t h i s  p l a ce  a s  a  b a s e  t o  
r i de  a round  & exp lo r e .  
Wee  J a spe r  i s  t he  p l a ce .  
A l so  bough t  up  was  t h e  
i d ea  o f  a  n ew  l o ca l  c lub  
s h i r t .  We  th r ew a round  
some  g r ea t  i d eas  a s  we l l .  A  
co lou r  was  d ec i ded  on ,  
r o ya l  b l u e  &  whi t e .  I  w i l l  
l ook  in t o  a  l ong  s l eeve .  A  
pocke t  ha s  b een  r eques t ed  
a s  we l l .   
A l so  d i s cus s ed  was  t h e  $10  
BUG due .  I t  was  vo t ed  t h a t  
we  wi l l  k eep  th i s ;  a l so  
money t owards  a  soc i a l  
ga t h e r i ng .  

$10  dues  c an  b e  e i t h e r  
p ayed  t o  Br i an  McCabe  
(Moth ) ,  J o e  Eng l i sh  i f  you  
s ee  t h em,  o r  myse l f .  
 
The  2010  AGM i s  f a s t  
app roach ing  i t  i s  i n  A lbany 
WA.  I  know  o f  a  f ew  f rom 
ou r  l o ca l  g roup  a r e  
h ead i ng  ove r .  
 
Ou r  n ex t  so c i a l  ga th e r i ng  
i s  coming  up  i n  March .  So  
r e ad  on  t o  f i nd  mo re  
i n fo rmat ion  &  RSVP .  I f  
you  have  b een  on  a  r i d e  
r e cen t l y  t h e  g roup  wou ld  
l ove  t o  r e ad  abou t  i t .  T i l l  
n ex t  mon th  t ake  c a r e .  

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT  
DATES  

 
 

 
 FEBRUARY’S RIDE:   
 
Sunday  21 s t  February 
2010 meet  at  the  back 
of  Macca’s  at  9am for  
our monthly  ride  to  
Gulgong  to  the 
pioneer museum. 
That ’s  i f  the  weather 
i f  f ine.  
 
 
                
MARCH’S  RIDE:  
 
 Sunday 21 s t  MARCH 
2010 Mount  Wilson 
for  morning  tea  then 
to  Mt  Vic  then to  
Blackheath for  lunch!  

Meet ing  at  the  back  of  
Macca ’s  9am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
IMPORTANT DATE 
2010 
 
Saturday  13 t h  March  
soc ia l  gather ing  at  
Perthvi l le  Pub  6 .30-  
7pm.  dec ided  to  go  f or  a  
Sa turday  n ight  fo r  a  
change .  Once  aga in  i f  
you  are  int erest ed  in  
coming  can  you  contact  
me  by  emai l  o r  phone  by  
the  9 t h  March  p l ease?  
 
I ’m  a l so  hop ing  to  have  a  
sh i r t  made  up  as  an  
example .  

 
 
                                                   

 

MOTH’S WORDS 
 
On  Sa t u r da y  t h e  1 6  J anua r y  
t h i s  yea r  t he  Ba t hu r s t  a nd  
D i s t r i c t  U l ys s i a ns  g a t h e r ed  
a t  Bob  and  J an  D i c k i e s  
r es i d enc e  a t  Newb r i d ge  t o  
c e l e b r a t e  Ch r i s tmas  and  t h e  
New  Yea r  a nd  a l s o  t o  
c onduc t  o u r  AGM .  T he r e  was  
a  f a n t a s t i c  r o l l  u p  a nd  i t  wa s  
g r ea t  t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  p eop l e  
I  h a ve  no t  s een  f o r  s ome  
t ime .  T he  f o rma l i t i e s  we r e  
d ea l t  w i t h  f i r s t  o f f  and  t h e  
AGM  c onduc t ed .  A s  a  r es u l t  
o f  e l e c t i on s  I  am  honou r ed  



t o  o nc e  aga i n  t a k e  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  P r es i d en t .  V i c e  
P r es i d en t  i s  J oe  Eng l i s h  w i t h  
o u r  s ec r e t a r y  J enny  Rea .  
  
I  wou l d  l i k e  t o  c ong r a t u l a t e  
J oe  and  J enn y  o n  t he i r  
e l e c t i o n ,  a nd  a  s pec i a l  t h ank  
you  t o  J oe  f o r  l e ad i ng  t h e  
B r anc h  o ve r  t h e  l a s t  c oup l e  
o f  yea r s .  A  s pe c i a l  men t i o n  
f o r  J enny  who  ha s  done  j u s t  
a  f a n t a s t i c  j o b  w i t h  t h e  
mon t h l y  n ews  l e t t e r  a nd  
o r gan i s i n g  s oc i a l  g a t h e r i n gs .  
I  am  s u r e  J enny  i s  a s s i s t e d  
b y  G r aham .  
  
I  wou l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h e  
o ppo r t u n i t y  t o  t h ank  
t h o se  who  s uppo r t e d  me  i n  
m y  e l e c t i o n  as  P r es i d en t  o f  
t h e  B r anc h  and  hope  t h a t  we  
c an  c on t i n ue  t o  e n j oy  o u r  
r i d es  and  an y  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  
we  w i l l  b e  i n vo l v ed  i n .  
  
A f t e r  t h e  AGM we  a l l  e n j o yed  
a  mea l  t o ge t he r  a nd  a  f ew  
d r i n k s .  I  mus t  s a y  t h e  s p r ead  
was  some t h i ng  e l s e ,  a  f e as t  
f i t  f o r  a  k i n g .  Many  t h ank s  t o  
Bob  and  J an  f o r  t h e i r  
h o s p i t a l i t y  a nd  beau t i f u l  
s u r r o und i n gs .  Bo t h  ob v i o u s l y  
p u t  p l e n t y  o f  wo r k  i n t o  t h e  
d a y .  A  s pec i a l  men t i o n  t o  
G raham  Rea  who  had  a  l o t  t o  
d o  w i t h  c ook i n g  t h e  mea t  i n  
t h e  p i z za  o ven  and  t o  
e ve r yone  e l s e  who  
c on t r i bu t e d  t o  t h e  day .  
  
Un t i l  n ex t  t im e ,  r i d e  s a f e  a nd  
en j o y .  
  
Mo th      

                                                                                                        
 
JANUARY’S  RIDE 

 
The  J anua r y  r i d e  was  a  
c as ua l  a f f a i r  ( a s  t h ey  a l l  
t e nd  t o  b e ) .  T he  numbe r s  
we r e  sma l l  d ue  I  g uess  t o  
t h e  v e r y  r e a l  p r os pec t  o f  
s t o rm s .  W e  l e f t  t h e  c a r  pa r k  
h eaded  f o r  t h e  Beekeepe r  
I n n  a t  V i t t o r i a  whe r e  we  
p l a nned  t o  h a ve  c o f f e e  a nd  
r e - as se ss  t h e  wea t he r  
s i t u a t i o n .  Un f o r t u na t e l y  Ph i l  
h ad  a n  e l e c t r i c a l  f a i l u r e  a t  
t h e  f i r s t  c o r ne r  o u t  o f  t h e  
Macc a ’ s  c a r  pa r k  wh i c h  we  

c ou l d n ’ t  r e c t i f y  a f t e r  s ome  
t ime  c heck i n g  h i s  w i r i n g ;  s o  
t h a t  r e du ced  t he  n umbe r s  t o  
4  b i k e s .   
 
Co f f e e  a nd  cak e  a t  t h e  
Beek eepe r  as  we l l  a s  t im e  t o  
s amp l e  ( a nd  pu r c hase )  s ome  
o f  t h e i r  h oney  a nd  l o ok  
a r ound  ga ve  t im e  f o r  t h e  
wea t he r  t o  c l e a r ,  s o  we  
headed  o f f  t o  M i l l t h o r pe  
whe r e  we  had  a  g ood  l o ok  
a r ound  and  check ed  ou t  
s ome  o f  t h e  g a l l e r i e s  a nd  
s hops .   
 
F r om  M i l l t ho r pe  we  headed  
ba ck  t o  B l a yne y  a nd  a  
l e i s u r e l y  r i d e  h ome  a f t e r  
manag i n g  t o  s t a y  d r y .  T he  
on l y  e x c i t emen t  b e i ng  a n  
o ve r t u r n ed  c a r  h a l f  wa y  u p  
M t  F i t zge r a l d  wh i c h  was  a  
b i t  u nus ua l  a s  t h e  c a r  was  
h eaded  up  t he  moun t  a nd  no t  
d own .  J udg i n g  f r om  t h e  
amoun t  o f  l o os e  b l ue  me t a l  
o n  t h e  r o ad  I  wou l d  s a y  t h a t  
was  a  c on t r i bu t i n g  f a c t o r .  I  
d a r e  s a y  t h e  l o os e  ma t e r i a l  
w i l l  b e  r emoved  b y  t h e  t im e  
e ve r yone  r e ads  t h i s  b u t  i t  i s  
o ne  t o  wa t c h  o u t  f o r  n e x t  
t im e  you  a r e  h eaded  t h a t  
wa y .  
Rega r d s ,  
  
Ma rk  McCo rm ic k  
 

 

 
 
                 
 

                                     
CAPE YORK EP ISODE 
F IVE  
          Fo l l ow ing  a  
p eace fu l  s l e ep  t h ank fu l l y  
un i n t e r rup t ed  b y Bruce ’ s  
s no r ing  I  r a i s ed  f u l l  o f  
b eans ;  no  I  d idn ’ t  h ave  
t h em fo r  d inne r  t h e  n i gh t  
b e fo re ,  r e ady fo r  ano t he r  
ex c i t i ng  d ay.  We  s toked  
t h e  f i r e  t o  make  ou r  t o as t  
and  bo i l ed  t h e  b i l l y .  What  
a  l ove l y mo rn i ng  i t  was  
b e ing  a  l i t t l e  coo le r  wi th  
s ome  b i r ds  s i ng ing .  We  d id  
no t  s e e  any g round  
dwel l i ng  wi ld l i f e  a round  

o r  t he i r  t r a ck s .  B ruce  
chose  s ome  ce r ea l  t o  keep  
h i s  f i b r e  i n t ake  up  w i t h  a  
l i t t l e  t o as t  t o  fo l l ow ,  wh i l e  
you r s  t r u l y consumed  my 
no rmal  moun t a i n  o f  t o a s t  
t o  k eep  my s t r eng th  up .  
          F i n a l l y  w i th  t h e  
b ik e s  l o aded  we  s e t  o f f  fo r  
Qu i lp i e  v i a  a  s e a l ed  ro ad  
wh ich  p roved  to  b e  
uneven t fu l  so  i t  was  an  
oppo r t un i t y  a s  we  rode  
a l ong  t o  r e f l e c t  on  t h e  
g r ea t  t imes  we  had  
expe r i enced  s in ce  l e av ing  
home  and  t o  r emembe r  a l l  
t h e  wonde r fu l  cha rac t e r s  
we  me t  a l ong  th e  way t h a t  
made  us  we l come.  They 
en t e r t a in ed  us ,  gave  gu ided  
t ou r s ,  p rov i ded  he lp  when  
we  needed  i t  and  gave  u s  
an  i n s i gh t  i n t o  t h e i r  l i v e s  
and  how  th ey endu red  t h e  
h a r shness  o f  t h e  Top  End .  
          In  wha t  s e emed  l i k e  
no  t ime  we  ro l l ed  i n to  
Qu i lp i e  whe re  we  needed  
fu e l  s o  a f t e r  f i l l i ng  up  we  
wen t  i n to  a  shop ,  wh i ch  
d i s p l ayed  and  so ld  opa l s .  I  
d id  no t  r e a l i z e  wha t  a  
l a rge  opa l  a r e a  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  
was .  The  f e l l ow  the r e  
s howed  us  l o t s  o f  beau t i fu l  
s t ones  no  doub t  t h ink i ng  
he  wou ld  make  a  s a l e .  He  
encou raged  us  t o  go  i n t o  
h i s  l i t t l e  t h ea t r e  and  wa t ch  
a  f i lm  on  opa l s ,  wh i ch  r an  
f o r  abou t  f i f t e en  minu te s .  
We appea r ed  in t e r es t ed  bu t  
f e l t  an  ea r l y  l unch  shou l d  
come f i r s t  so  h e  sugges t ed  
t h e  Baker y down  the  
s t r e e t .  G rea t  t a s t i ng  p i es  
and  co f f ee  d i d  t h e  j ob ,  and  
t h en  look ing  a t  t h e  t ime  
t h e  d ec i s i on  was  made  t o  
g i v e  t h e  f i lm  and  ou r  ma t e  
a  mi s s .  We needed  t o  buy a  
n ew  gas  bo t t l e  so  t h e  
s ea r ch  was  on  t o  f i nd  a  
s hop  th a t  s t o cked  th e  t ype  
we  r equ i r ed .  Hav ing  no  



succes s  i n  two  shops  ou r  
on l y hope  was  t he  l a s t  one  
s ome  th r ee  b l o ck s  away.  In  
f a c t  eve r y s hop  i n  Qu i lp i e  
s eemed  to  b e  t h r ee  b lo cks  
f r om  t he  nex t .  
          We  we ren ’ t  awa re  
j u s t  wha t  p r ec i ou s  
commodi t y wa t e r  was  i n  
t h i s  communi t y.  I  t h ink  th e  
t own  r e l i ed  s o l e l y on  t ank  
wa t e r  and  th e  r e s i den t s  
che r i shed  i t  a s  i f  i t  was  
go l d .  In  f a c t  i f  you  we re  t o  
a sk  a  b loke  fo r  some  wat e r  
i t  wou ld  be  abou t  a s  
o f f ens i v e  as  a sk i ng  to  
s pend  th e  n i gh t  wi th  h i s  
m i s sus .  A t  t h e  l a s t  s hop  we  
we re  s e rved  by a  b eau t i fu l ,  
a t t r a c t i v e  and  f r i end l y 
young  woman  who  l ooked  
a s  t hough  she  h ad  j u s t  
s t epped  o f f  t h e  c a twa lk s  o f  
P a r i s .  She  l ooked  so  ou t  o f  
p l a ce  i n  t h i s  god fo r s aken  
t own .  As  you  can  imag ine  
p a r t i cu l a r l y  t hos e  o f  you  
who  know  h im  Bruce  was  
p e r fo rming  a t  h i s  be s t  
wh i l s t  cha t t i ng  t o  he r  so  I  
f ound  i t  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ge t  a  
wo rd  i n  edgeways .  She  was  
i n  f a c t  t h e  owne r ’ s  
d augh t e r  who  no rma l l y  
r e s i d es  i n  London  bu t  was  
home  he l p i ng  Dad  du r i ng  
he r  ho l i d ays .  As  l uck  had  
i t  s h e  gu ided  us  down  t o  
whe re  t h e  ga s  bo t t l e s  we re  
and  th e r e  was  one ,  wh ich  
s u i t ed  us  p e r f ec t l y .  As  t h e  
conve r sa t i on  wo re  on  and  
Bruce  and  became more  
and  mo re  comfo r t ab l e  h e  
d id  t he  un t h i nkab l e ,  he  pu t  
t h e  h a rd  word  on  he r .  She  
knocked  h im  back  in  t h e  
n i c es t  pos s ib l e  way s ayi ng  
“ I  am  so r r y ou r  wa te r  i s  
t oo  l im i t ed  t o  g i v e  away’ .  
B ruce  d id  no t  men t i on  
wa t e r  aga in  bu t  wh i l e  I  
s t owed  t h e  ga s  on  my b i ke  
h e  k ep t  t a l k ing  away t o  t h e  
young  l ady who  even tua l l y  

r e l en t ed  s ayi ng  “You  a r e  
s uch  a  l ove l y man ’  and  
o f f e r ed  t o  f i l l  ou r  wa t e r  
con t a i n e r s .  I  l e a rn t  a  good  
l e s son  th a t  day,  ‘ I f  a t  f i r s t  
you  don’ t  su cceed  t r y  and  
t r y  aga i n ’ .  
         We  t ook  o f f  f r om  
t he r e  wi t h  me  t r yi ng  t o  ge t  
a  d ecen t  l e ad  on  Bruce  as  I  
cou l dn ’ t  s t and  l ook i ng  i n  
t h e  m i r ro r  t o  s ee  h im  
g r i nn ing  l i k e  a  Chesh i r e  
c a t .  Ou r  r ou t e  t ook  us  p a s t  
Toomp ine  on  ou r  way t o  
Tha rgomindah ,  wh ich  was  
a  l ove l y c l e an  and  nea t  
l i t t l e  t own .  We needed  to  
do  some  wash ing  up  s o  we  
c ru i s ed  t he  t own  un t i l  we  
came  to  t he  c a ravan  pa rk  
r o l l i ng  r i gh t  i n  pu l l i ng  up  
a t  t h e  c amp  k i t chen .  I t  was  
immacu l a t e l y  c l e an  w i th  
man i cu r ed  l awns  r i gh t  
t h roughou t  t h e  p a rk  and  
was  an  abso l u t e  c r ed i t  t o  
i t s  owne r .  Hav ing  washed  
ou r  d i shes  we  bo l t ed  ou t  o f  
t h e r e  i n  a  hu r r y t o  ge t  ou r  
g rog  f o r  t h e  n i gh t .  May I  
t ake  t h i s  oppo r t un i t y  t o  
t h ank  t h e  managemen t  fo r  
t h e  us e  o f  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s?  
A  l i t t l e  con fu s ed  as  t o  
wh ich  way t o  go  we  a sked  
a  shop  owne r  d i r e c t i on s  
and  we  we re  soon  on  ou r  
way down  th e  r o ad  t o  
Hunge r fo rd .  Th i s  was  a  
r e a l  ou tback  ro ad ,  qu i t e  
s l ow in  p l a ce s  wi t h  t h e  
s ec r e t  i ng r ed i en t  i n  ou r  
Suzuk i ’ s  r e l i ab l y f o rg i ng  
u s  on .  I  w i l l  e l abo ra t e  
l a t e r .  We met  wi th  a  f e l l ow 
abou t  an  hour  and  a  h a l f  
ou t  o f  t own  who  I  h ad  
no t i c ed  e a r l i e r  i n  t own .  He  
was  go ing  home t o  t h e  
p l a ce  h e  managed  and  was  
h appy t o  t a l k  wi t h  u s  
t e l l i ng  us  ya rn s  abou t  t he  
cha l l enges  o f  manag i ng  a  
s t a t i on  hav ing  on l y  two  
and  a  h a l f  i nches  o f  r a i n  

p e r  yea r  f o r  t h e  l a s t  s even .  
Th i s  i s  wha t  I  wou ld  c a l l  
t h e  h a r sh  r ea l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  
t h e  ou t back .  He  a l so  
s ugges t ed  a  good  spo t  fo r  
u s  t o  c amp  fo r  t h e  n i gh t .  
We found  ou r  c amps i t e  
way o f f  t h e  r o ad  pas t  a  
t ank  and  qu i ck l y wh ipped  
t h e  t en t s  up ,  l i t  a  f i r e  t o  
s i t  b y wh i l e  we  en jo yed  
ou r  l i qu i d  r e f r e shmen t s .  
The  usua l  gou rmet  mea l  
f o l l owed  be fo re  we  r e t i r ed  
f o r  t h e  n i gh t .  
           The  nex t  mo rn i ng  
was  coo l e r  r equ i r i ng  u s  t o  
wea r  a  b i t  more  gea r .  
B ruce  chose  t o  b r eak  ou t  
h i s  b r i gh t  ye l l ow  ra i n  coa t  
t o  k eep  th e  w ind  ou t .  We 
moto r ed  down  t h e  ro ad  f o r  
s ome  d i s t ance  when  I  s aw  
some  emu’ s  t o  t h e  s id e  o f  
t h e  ro ad  and  my b ike  done  
i t  aga in  and  t ook  me  on  a  
me r ry cha s e  a f t e r  one  o f  
t h em.  S ee i ng  th a t  t h e  b ik e  
h ad  ever yt h i ng  unde r  
con t ro l  I  pu l l ed  my camera  
ou t  o f  t h e  t ank  bag  and  
t ook  a  pho t ogr aph  o f  i t  a s  
i t  was  r unn i ng  be s id e  t h e  
b ik e  wh i ch  was  g r ea t ,  t h en  
t h e  o ld  Suzuk i  d ec ided  to  
r un  t h e  h ap l es s  b i rd  back  
t owa rd  th e  r o ad  in  t h e  
hope  t h a t  B ruce  wou ld  ge t  
s ome  good  pho to ’ s  o f  t he  
a c t i on  wh i l e  I  was  wav ing  
my a rms  fu r ious l y t r yi ng  
t o  ge t  h im  t o  pu l l  h i s  
c amera  ou t .  Luck i ly  h e  go t  
t h e  mess age .  Fu r t he r  on  we  
found  ou r se lv e s  t r ave l l i ng  
p a r a l l e l  t o  The  Dog  Fence  
whe re  eno rmous  number s  
o f  ‘ r oo s  and  emu’ s  we re  
t r yi ng  desper a t e l y  t o  ge t  
ou t  o f  Queen s l and  i n t o  
NSW.  I  wonde r  wha t  Anna  
B l i gh  d i d  t o  t h em  o r  we re  
t h ey t r yi ng  t o  go  f rom the  
f r yi ng  p an  to  t h e  f i r e .  
           Na t u r a l l y  t h e  
oppo r t un i t y  was  t aken  to  



r un  some  more  emu’ s ,  
b e ing  much  eas i e r  t h i s  
t ime  wi th  a  f ence  on  one  
s id e  enab l ing  me  t o  t ake  
s ome  r ea l l y  g r ea t  ‘pho to s .  
Neve r  s a t i s f i ed  I  wan t ed  
mo re  s o  I  c ame  up  w i t h  t h e  
i d ea  o f  Bruce  go ing  on  
ahead  t o  wa i t  and  I  wou ld  
b r ing  a  mob  o f  t h em  a long  
t h e  f ence  f o r  h im  to  ge t  
s ome  r ea l  a c t i on  s ho t s  bu t  
a s  t he  emu’ s  app roached  
Bruce  t hey spea r ed  o f f  i n  
a l l  d i r e c t i ons  fo i l i ng  h i s  
a t t empt  t o  s co r e  t he  
p e r f ec t  ‘ pho t o .  When  I  
a r r i v ed  I  s a i d  t o  h im  “How 
t he  h e l l  do  you  expec t  
t h em to  run  up  to  you  when  
you  a r e  wear ing  t ha t  b r i gh t  
ye l l ow  coa t .  Ra the r  
s heep i sh l y h e  r emoved  th e  
coa t  and  sugges t ed  we  t r y  
i t  aga in .  The  nex t  t ime  t o  
my su rp r i s e  t h e  s ame  th ing  
happened  and  I  was  a t  a  
l o s s  a s  t o  why i n i t i a l l y ,  
t h en  as  I  app roached  Bruce  
t h e  r e ason  became  
appa ren t  t o  me .  As  we  had  
been  camping  ou t  fo r  t he  
l a s t  two  n i gh t s  and  be i ng  
unab l e  t o  t ake  a  s hower  i t  
was  obv i ou s  why t he  
an imal s  weren ’ t  p repa r ed  
t o  v en t u r e  anywhe re  n ea r  
h im  and  unde r s t andab l y s o .  
            Hav i ng  f a i l ed  
m i s e r ab l y a t  t h a t  l i t t l e  
ex e r c i s e  we  p re s s ed  on  and  
pa s s ed  t h rough  Hunge r fo rd  
whe re  t h e r e  was  a  pub ,  a  
f ew  houses  and  abou t  f ou r  
hund red  met r es  o f  t a r r ed  
r o ad .  We  opened  the  ga t e  
t o  r e t u rn  once  aga in  t o  ou r  
home  S t a t e  t h en  s e t t i ng  
s a i l  f o r  Wanaa r i ng  f o r  
l unch  and  f u e l  b e fo r e  
h ead i ng  s ou t h  t o  c ro s s  t h e  
Da r l i ng  a t  Lou th .  Lou th ’ s  
c l a im  t o  f ame  i s  i t s  
r a ce t ra ck ,  wh i ch  was  b e i ng  
p r epar ed  f o r  t h e  annua l  
r a ce  mee t ing  t h e  f o l l owing  

weekend .  I t  was  wi t hou t  
doub t  t he  j ewe l  o f  t h e  
t own .  I  d e t ou r ed  v i a  t h e  
s choo l  a s  one  o f  my 
f r i ends  t augh t  t h e re  a s  h i s  
f i r s t  po s t i ng  t e ach ing  n i ne  
pup i l s  back  in  t h e  
‘ s even t i e s .  Eve ry weekend  
he  wou ld  d r iv e  t o  Sydney 
t o  v i s i t  h i s  g i r l  f r i end .  I  
b e l i eve  Monday was  
a lways  a  d ay f o r  qu i e t  
r ev i s i on .  He  was  keen  bu t  
i t  p roved  to  b e  wo r t h  i t  a s  
t h ey even tua l l y  ma r r i ed .  
          Wanaa r i ng  i s  a  v e ry 
smal l  t own  rough l y  h a l f  
way be tween  T iboobu r r a  
and  Bourke  whe re  we  
fue l l ed  up  t h e  b i k es  and  
we re  i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  
t opp i ng  ou r  own  t anks  up  
w i t h  s t e ak  s andwi ches  and  
co f f ee  when  two  f e l l ows  
a r r i v ed  on  KTM n ine  
n ine t i e s  f o r  fu e l .  They t o l d  
u s  t h ey had  j u s t  come  f r om  
Cameron  Co rne r  t h r ee  
hund red  and  e i gh t y  
k i l omet r es  away t ha t  
mo rn i ng  ave r ag ing  we l l  i n  
ex ce s s  o f  one  hundred  and  
twen ty k i l ome t re s  p e r  
hour .  I  don ’ t  b e l i eve  t h ey 
wou ld  have  c a s t  t he i r  e ye s  
ove r  much  o f  t he  
coun t r ys i d e  a t  t h a t  r a t e  o f  
kno t s .  I f  we  t r ave l l ed  l i k e  
t h a t  I  e s t ima t e  ou r  who l e  
t h ree -week  t r i p  cou l d  h ave  
b een  accomp l i s hed  i n  s ix  
d ays  and  e i gh t een  m inu t es .  
They ro a r ed  o f f  i n  a  c loud  
o f  dus t  t o  h ave  l unch  i n  
Bou rke .  
         We  s t a yed  i n  Cobar  
i n  a  v e ry comfo r t ab l e  
mot e l  t ha t  n i gh t  and  be ing  
a  t r u e  gen t l eman  I  
n a tu r a l l y  o f f e r ed  t o  l e t  
B ruce  h ave  t h e  f i r s t  
s hower .  Smel l i ng  much  
f r e she r  we  en j oyed  ou r  l a s t  
d inner  t oge t he r  i n  t h e  
r e s t au ran t .  

          I t  r a in ed  ove rn i gh t  
r educ ing  th e  t empera tu r e  
even  f u r th e r  wi th  a  h eavy 
m i s t  p e r s i s t i ng  so  on  wen t  
t h e  r a i n  gea r  fo r  t he  f i n a l  
l eg  home .  I  wan t ed  t o  go  
t h rough  Nimagee  becau se  I  
h ad  b een  th e r e  f o r ty- f i v e  
yea r s  ago  on  hun t ing  t r i p s  
and  wan t ed  t o  do  a  b i t  o f  
r emin i s c ing  on  th e  way 
t h rough .  Yea rs  ago  th e r e  
we re  s hops ,  a  pos t  o f f i c e  
and  a  pub .  When  we  pu l l ed  
up  in  t he  s t r e e t  i n  a  l i gh t  
d r i z z l e  nea r  whe re  t h e  po s t  
o f f i c e  u sed  to  b e  I  was  
amazed  j u s t  how t he  t own  
had  d i ed  wi t h  t h e  on l y 
t h i ng  l e f t  b e i ng  th e  pub .  
As  we  re ad i ed  t o  move  o f f  
a  f e l l ow walked  towa rds  u s  
f r om  t he  fo rmer  pos t  o f f i c e  
f o r  a  t a l k .  I t  was  g rea t  
r e l a t i ng  t o  wha t  t he  t own  
was  l i k e  i n  i t s  fo rme r  
g l o r y when  he  c ame  th e r e  
abou t  t h e  s ame  t ime  I  was  
t h e r e  t o  make  h i s  fo r tune  
a s  a  ‘ roo  hun t e r .  I  t h ink  
t h e  fo r tune  e l uded  h im  bu t  
h e  was  t h e r e  t o  s t ay .  We  
dec l in ed  h i s  i nv i t a t i on  fo r  
mo rn i ng  t e a  choos ing  
i n s t e ad  to  con t i nue  on .  
           J u s t  ou t  o f  t own  
we  t u rned  r i gh t  on to  a  
f r e sh l y g r aded  r o ad  a s  t h i s  
was  t h e  mos t  d i r e c t  r ou t e  
t o  Condobo l i n  where  we  
we re  go i ng  to  P a r t  
Company.  I t  was  we t  and  
g r ea s y and  appear ed  a  
cha l l enge  t o  s ay t h e  l ea s t .  
Ou r  Suzuk i ’ s  were  i n  t h e i r  
e l emen t  p l ough ing  t h rough  
t h e  m i re  r emain ing  up r i gh t  
a t  a l l  t imes .  You  s ee  wi th  
t h e i r  c r ankshaf t s  r unn i ng  
t h e  way t h ey do  we  on l y 
n eeded  to  k eep  th e  r ev s  up  
and  we  had  an  i nbu i l t  
gyro s cope  s o  i t  was  
imposs ib l e  t o  f a l l  o f f ,  t hus  
t h e  s ec r e t  i ng r ed i en t .  



            S a f e l y i n  ‘Condo  
we  t opped  up  wi th  j u i c e  
aga i n ,  had  one  l a s t  f e ed  
t oge t he r  and  b i d  ou r  
f a r ewel l s .  I  wen t  t h rough  
Pa rke s  t o  ge t  home 
a r r i v ing  l a t e  a f t e rnoon .  By 
t h e  way i f  you  be l i eve  t ha t  
ya rn  abou t  t h e  gyro s cope  
you  w i l l  be l i eve  anyt h i ng .  
I  s imp l y d id  no t  wan t  t o  
g l o a t  abou t  r i d e r  sk i l l .  
          Once  home and  
r e tu rn i ng  to  t h e  wor l d  o f  
r e a l i t y  I  f ound  i t  d i f f i cu l t  
t o  s e t t l e  down  fo r  a  wh i l e  
and  even  now  memor i e s  o f  
t h i s  j ou rney con t inua l l y  
k eep  coming  back .  And  
now I  d r eam o f  t h e  t ime  
when  I  c an  ge t  t oge t he r  
w i t h  some  mat e s  and  r i de  
t h i s  g r ea t  wide  l and  o f  
ou rs  aga i n .  
                                                                               
Wi l l i am  G i lmo re  
 

 
 
 
 

 FOR SALE       

                                                         
*  1  So l i d  l e a th e r  j acke t  i n  
good  cond i t i on  $100 .  
 
*  1  Den im wai s t coa t  wi t h  
U l ys s e s  l ogo  on  t he  b ack  
$25 .  
I f  you  a r e  i n t e r es t ed  i n  
t h es e  i t ems  you  need  t o  
con t ac t  Denn i s  Tyson  
phone :  6337  1469  
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