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EDITORIAL 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

EVERYONE!  

 

Hope  t h i s  f i r s t  BUG fo r  

2010  f i nds  you  a l l  we l l  & 

r eady t o  r i d e  f o r  t he  yea r  

ahead .  Hope  eve ryone ’ s  

Ch r i s tmas  & New Yea r  was  

good  to  you  a l l ?   

 

My l i t t l e  p i e ce  wi l l  b e  

s ho r t  a s  t h i s  mon th  BUG i s  

j ammed  packed  wi th  l o t s  t o  

r e ad& l o t s  h appen ing .   

 

Don ’ t  f o rge t  abou t  l e t t i ng  

me  know i f  you  a r e  coming  

t o  t h e  Di ck i es  fo r  ou r  

AGM.  I  n eed  to  know  

number s  f o r  ou r  AGM fo r  

c a t e r i ng  pu rpo ses .  So  

con t ac t  me  by t h e  12
t h
 

J anua r y p l e as e .  

 

 I f  you  have  any ideas ,  
r i des  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  
sha re ,  b r ing them a long  
to  the  D ick ie ’s  so  we  can  
ga the r  toge the r  &  
o rgan ise  fo r  th is  coming  
yea r .  
 
 
 

I M PO R T AN T  
D AT E S  2009  

 
 

 

JANUARY’S RIDE: 
Mystery Ride 
Meet at the back of Macca’s 
at 9am. Need a full tank of 
fuel & a need for a ride. 

 
 

             

IMPORTANT DATE 
2010 
 

GATHERING FOR OUR 
END OF YEAR & AGM 2010 
WILL BE ON SATURDAY 
16TH JANUARY OUT AT 
JAN & BOB DICKIE AT 
NEWBRIDGE. 
 
COST OF $10 A HEAD FOR 
A ROAST DINNER & 
SALADS, MEAT COOKED 
IN THE PIZZA OVEN. 
THE AFTERNOON WILL 
START FROM 3PM, SO WE 
CAN HAVE OUR AGM & 
GET BUSINESS OUT OF 
THE WAY TO SHARE A 
MEAL TOGETHER. 
 
WE NEED TO KNOW 
NUMBERS FOR CATERING 
SO YOU WILL NEED TO 
CONTACT BOB & JAN 
DICKIE 63681185 OR THE 
REA’S 63373351 BY THE 
12TH JANUARY 2010.  
 
 
On Good Friday 2nd April 
2010 Forbes are holding a 
race day with the camel 
cup. Kick-off is from 11am 
if anyone is interested. 
 
 

H i  Eve r yone ,   

 

Me r ry Ch r i s tmas  t o  you  

a l l .  

 

K im  Mi l l e r  h e r e .  

Depend ing  on  th e  'ove r  50  

f a c to r '  : - )  you  migh t  

r emember  me  f r om 

Ba thu r s t  when  I  was  t h e  

chap l a i n  a t  Ba t hu r s t  

Co r r ec t i ona l  Cen t re  and  

u s ed  t o  r i d e  t h e  o l d  r ed  

1981  Suzuk i  GS1000G.   

 

I  know  Pa t  wi l l  r emembe r  

me  as  h e  was  a lways  

a sk i ng  when  I  was  go i ng  t o  

upda t e .  We l l ,  t h e  good  

news  i s  t h a t  I  upda t ed .  

When  I  l e f t  Ba thu rs t  f o r  

Newcas t l e  I  d ec i ded  t h a t  i n  

t h i s  new  job  I  cou ld  r i de  

t h e  b ik e  a  l o t  more  f o r  

wo rk ,  bu t  t h a t  o ld  GS1000  

was  no t  t h e  t h ing  fo r  

r i d ing  a round  th e  c i t y  f r om 

one  c l i en t  t o  t h e  n ex t .  So  I  

s o l d  t h e  Suzuk i  and  bough t  

a  Kawasak i  Ve rs ys .  100  

k i l o s  l i gh t e r  t h an  th e  

Suz i e ,  650cc  c ammed  fo r  

m id - r ange  g run t ,  t a l l  

s upe rmot a rd  s t yl i ng ,  and  

ve r y good  fo r  t r a f f i c .  I  c an  

s ee  over  t h e  t op  o f  c a r s  up  

t o  Suba ru  Fo re s t e r  h e i gh t .  

 

Some o f  you  wi l l  a l so  

r emember  t h a t  I  w r i t e  a s  a  

hobby and  a  f ew  o f  you  

have  a  copy o f  my book  o f  

s ho r t  s t o r i e s ,  In s ide r s ,  

wh ich  I  w ro t e  b ack  in  

2006 .  Tha t  h a s  a l so  b een  

upda t ed .  In  J u l y o f  t h i s  

yea r  my f i r s t  nove l  was  

pub l i shed .  I t ' s  young  adu l t  

f i c t i on  and  t e l l s  t he  s t o r y 

o f  a  t e enage  boy i n  s t r i f e  

w i t h  t h e  coppe rs ,  and  a t  

wa r  wi t h  t h e  wor ld  and  

w i t h i n  h imse l f .  He ' s  i n  a  

s choo l  f o r  t ox i c  t e enage r s  



and  in  t h a t  p l a ce  he  s t a r t s  

t o  d ea l  wi th  l i f e  a  l i t t l e  

d i f f e r en t l y .  You  can  cha s e  

i t  up  h e r e  

h t t p : / /www.k immi l l e r . i d . au

/ c l em  

 The  book  has  go t  some  

p r e t t y  good  r ev i ews  f rom  

o the r  Aus t r a l i an  au t ho r s ,  

and  peop l e  who  work  wi t h  

t r oub l ed  k id s .  I t ' s  c a l l ed  

“They  To ld  Me I  Had  To  

Wr i t e  Th i s” ,  wh i ch  i s  t he  

f i r s t  s en t ence  o f  t he  book .  

He ' s  an  angr y boy,  c a l l  i t  

p age  r age .   

 

He lp  me  r e t i r e  e a r ly ,  go  

i n t o  Books  P l us  and  o rde r  

you r s e l f  a  copy.  : - )  

 

My wo rk  up  he r e  goe s  

s lowl y.  I 'm  s e t t i ng  up  a  

pos t  r e l e as e  p r i son  

chap l a i n cy,  wo rk ing  w i t h  

men  as  t h ey come  ou t  o f  

p r i s on .  The  hope  i s  t h a t  we  

can  keep  t h em  f rom r e -

o f f end i ng  s o  you r  TV  s e t  

i s  a  l i t t l e  s a fe r .  Wel l ,  

t h a t ' s  t h e  hope .  Th i s  i s  me  

a t  wo rk .  

h t t p : / /www.homefo rgood .o

rg . au /   

 

 

Once  aga i n ,  Mer ry 

Ch r i s tmas  and  a l l  t h e  b e s t  

f o r  t h e  New  Yea r .   

I t ' s  good  t o  t ouch  ba s e  

w i t h  you .  

K im  Mi l l e r  

Newcas t l e .  
 

  

 

 
                                                                                                              
 

DECEMBER’S  RIDE  

 

Saw  11  b ikes  l eave  th e  

back  o f  Macca’ s  no t  l ong  

a f t er  9am. I  h eaded  ou t  t o  

Wi l l i am & Ange la ’ s .  The  

group  headed  ou t  t o  

Per thv i l l e ,  th en  George’ s  

P l a ins ,  th en  to  Rock l ey  

Mount ,  over  to  

B lackspr ings  t o  the  

Gi lmore ’s  f o r  morn ing  

t ea .  The  co f f ee  was  jus t  

wha t  the  doc tor  o rdered .   

The  team then  headed  o f f  

t o  Tara l ga  f o r  lunch  a t  

th e  pub .  You  can  a lways  

count  us  knowing  where  

th e  be s t  f e eds  a re  &  

co f f ee .  Wh ich  are  r ea l ly  

importan t  f o r  a  group  

who  l i ke  to  g e t  ou t  f o r  a  

r id e  a round  our  beaut i fu l  

country  s id e?    

From what  I  can  ga ther  

th e i r  f ood  was  grea t .  But  

you  can  a lways  coun t  on  

pub  grub .  

The  D i ck i e ’ s ,  Joe  &  Pa t  

l e f t  s tra i gh t  away  a f t er  

lunch .  The  res t  o f  th e  

g roup  headed  back  

through  Oberon  then  

home .  

 I  s tayed  beh ind  & 

chat t ed  to  Ange la  f o r  a  

wh i l e  b e fore  head ing  

home  to  f in i sh  o f  my  

Chri s tmas  cards .  

T i l l  n ex t  r id e ,  r ide  sa f e l y .  

 

 

                 
 

                                                         

Cape  Yo rk  Ep i sode  Four  

           We  l e f t  The  Oas i s  

Roadhouse  f o l l owing  ou r  

goodbyes  t o  P au l  and  Hugh  

and  s e t  cou r s e  fo r  

Hughenden  two  hund red  

and  f i f t y  k i l ome t r es  away.  

The  r o ad  was  d i r t  bu t  qu i t e  

good  so  we  made  good  

t ime  un t i l  we  came  to  a  

conc re t e  c au s eway w i t h  a  

coa t ing  o f  g r een  s l ime  

cove r ing  th e  su r f ace .  We 

we re  wa rned  o f  t h i s  

c ro s s i ng  t h e  n i gh t  b e fo re  

b y two  young  women  who  

t r ave l l ed  s even t y 

k i l omet r es  f r om  the r e  t o  

buy hambu rge rs  t o  t ake  

home .  

            By t h i s  t ime  I  

know  you  a r e  a l l  gue s s ing  

wh ich  one  o f  u s  f e l l  o f f ,  

bu t  f i r s t l y  wh i l e  we  we re  

a s s es s ing  th e  s i t u a t i on  a  

f ou r -whee l  d r iv e  came  

a l ong  wi t h  two  p i g  dogs  i n  

t h e  b ack .  A f t e r  exchang ing  

some  p l ea san t r i e s  he  d rove  

t h rough  and  d i s appea r ed  

i n t o  t h e  d i s t ance .  You  a l l  

gue s s ed  wrong  ne i th e r  o f  

u s  wen t  down .  

            Abou t  ano the r  

hour  down  th e  t r a ck  as  we  

rounded  a  s l i gh t  cu rve  we  

found  ou r  ma t e  aga i n  i n  

t h e  m idd l e  o f  t h e  ro ad  wi th  

a  whee l  o f f .  I t  s e ems  he  

h ad  a  b lowou t  pu t t i ng  h im  

i n t o  a  s l i d e ,  wh i ch  b roke  a  

c en t r e  bo l t  c au s ing  th e  

ax l e  t o  move  back .  He  

managed  t o  r emove  th e  

d e s t ro yed  t yr e  bu t  cou l d  

no t  f i t  t h e  s pa r e .  Th i s  

f e l l ow  d idn ’ t  know wha t  t o  

do  so  two  rough  look i ng  

b ike r s  c ame  to  t h e  r e s cue .  

Thank fu l l y  t h e  on ly  t oo l  

h e  h ad ,  a  whee l  b r ace  

f i t t ed  t h e  ubo l t s  s o  we  

l oo s ened  t h em be fo r e  

Bruce  wen t  b ack  t o  where  

we  r emembered  a  f ence  

was  t o  l i b e ra t e  some  wi r e .  

In  t h e  mean t ime  I  d r agged  

a  h eavy s t i ck  f rom  t he  s id e  

o f  t he  ro ad  and  be l t ed  t h e  

ax l e  fo rwa rd .  In  s o  do ing  I  

d i s t u rbed  a  n es t  o f  bu l l  

an t s  t h a t  ang r i l y  s ca t t e r ed  

a l l  ove r  t h e  a r ea  t i gh t en ing  

up  th e  bo l t s  aga in  was  v e ry 

n e rve  wrack i ng .  I  was  

t e r r i f i ed  o f  ge t t i ng  an t s  i n  

my pan t s  a s  you  a l l  know 

r emov ing  r i d ing  gea r  when  

one  i s  ho t  and  swea t y i s  a  

t ime  con suming  ope r a t i on .  

When  Bruce  r e t u rned  we  

w i r ed  t he  ax l e  fo rwa rd  and  

f i t t ed  t h e  whee l  w i t h  no  

f u r t h e r  d r ama .  Ou r  mat e  



want ed  to  buy u s  bee r  and  

shou t  u s  l unch  in  

Hughenden  bu t  a t  t h e  

s peed  he  wou ld  b e  

r e s t r i c t ed  t o  we  t o ld  h im  

we  wou ld  b e  l ong  gone .  

            We  we re  t o ld  

abou t  a  b i g  go rge  a l ong  th e  

way j u s t  No r th  o f  

Hughenden  so  we  we re  

l ook i ng  f o rwa rd  t o  s ee i ng  

i t  s o  when  a r r i v i ng  a t  t h e  

t u rno f f  t o  Por cup ine  Gorge  

we  whee l ed  i n  t o  t he  empt y 

c a r  pa rk  t o  s ee  a  conc r e t e  

f oo t pa th  l e ad ing  t o  a  

l ookou t .  Walk ing  was  ou t  

o f  t he  ques t i on  a s  we  a r e  

o ld  men  and  i t  was  ho t  s o  

my Suzuk i  t ook  mat t e r s  

i n t o  i t s  own  hands  and  

de l iv e r ed  me  t o  t h e  

l ookou t .  B ruce ’ s  b ik e  was  

l e a rn ing  becaus e  i t  

f o l l owed .  When  t he r e ,  I  

f ound  a  p l a ce  t o  t he  s i de  

o f  t he  t r a ck  whe re  w i t h  

much  d i f f i cu l t y  I  managed  

t o  t u rn  my b ike  a round .  

No t  s o  f o r  B ruce ,  h i s  b i ke  

t ook  h im  s t r a i gh t  on to  t he  

v i ew ing  p l a t fo rm whe re  h e  

was  ab l e  t o  t u rn  w i t h  e as e .  

I  t h i nk  h i s  l i t t l e  Suzuk i  

h ad  j u s t  e a rned  i t s  s t r i p e s .  

            The  go rge  was  

eno rmous  b e ing  fou r  

hund red  and  f i f t y  me t r e s  

d eep  and  over  one  hund red  

k i l omet r es  l ong .  We  

l ooked  down  f rom the  

p l a t fo rm ,  wh i ch  ex tended  

beyond  t h e  c l i f f  and  ye l l ed  

s o  we  cou ld  h ea r  ou r  

e choes  j u s t  l i k e  l i t t l e  boys .   

           Hughenden  was  a  

n ea t  l i t t l e  t own  f ea t u r ing  a  

w ide  s t r e e t  w i t h  cove r ed  

cen t r a l  pa rk i ng .  We  had  

l unch  i n  t h e  FJ  Ho lden  

Ca fé .  I t  h ad  no t h ing  t o  do  

w i t h  c a r s ,  i n  f a c t  t h e  b loke  

who  owned  i t  was  FJ  

Ho lden .  

            Ou r  n ex t  s t op  was  

Mut t abu r r a  a  fu r t h e r  two  

hund red  k i l ome t re s  on .  

A r r iv i ng  l a t e  i n  t h e  

a f t e rnoon  we  wen t  t o  t h e  

Pub  s eek ing  

accommoda t i on  t o  f i nd  t h e  

r ooms  were  no t  made  up  so  

we  fo r ced  a  f ew a l es  down  

wh i l e  we  wa i t ed .  When  th e  

r oom  was  r e ady we  

i n spec t ed  i t  and  I  

r emember  Bruce ’ s  

commen t  v iv id l y, ”  Th i s  i s  

l i k e  a  g i an t  f - - - - - -  woo l  

b in ” .  H i s  b ed  was  f i n e  bu t  

m ine  h ad  a  b i g  d ip  i n  i t  

r e su l t i ng  i n  me  r i s i ng  t h e  

n ex t  mo rn i ng  l i k e  a  h a l f  

opened  pocke tkn i f e .  The  

good  pa r t  i s  t ha t  d inne r ;  

b ed  and  b r eak f a s t  fo r  t he  

two  o f  u s  c ame  t o  t h e  

g r and  t o t a l  o f  t h i r t y- f i v e  

do l l a r s .  

            Mut t abu r ra  was  

t h e  home  o f  a  d inos au r  

known  a s  t h e  

mut t abu r r as au r e s ,  a  

c r ea tu r e  f ou r  t o  f i ve  

met r e s  h i gh  wi th  a  l ong  

neck ,  two  g i an t  h ind  l egs  

and  a  l ong  t a i l .  Ac ro ss  t h e  

s t r e e t  f rom  t h e  pub  was  a  

l i f e - s i z ed  s t a t u e  o f  one  

w i t h  p l en t y o f  i n fo rmat ion  

on  boa rds  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  p a rk  

s u r round ing  i t ?  

          The  nex t  morn ing  

t h e  p l an  was  t o  h ead  s ou th  

w i t h  t h e  a im  o f  a t  l e a s t  

mak ing  Windo rah .  C l os e  t o  

Longreach  I  s aw  a  w i l d  p i g  

w i t h  h a l f  a  dozen  p i g l e t s  

n ea r  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o ad  

and  wi thou t  he s i t a t i on  t he  

b ik e  s eemed  t o  v ee r  o f f  t h e  

r o ad  and  g i ve  chase  wi th  

me  go ing  a long  fo r  t h e  

r i de .  Thes e  Suzuk i ’ s  h ave  

a  mind  i f  t h e i r  own .  The  

s ow was  v e ry weak  and  

f e l l  over  and  r o l l ed  down  

t h e  b ank  o f  a  d ra in  w i th  

t h e  l i t t l e  ones  go i ng  i n  a l l  

d i r e c t i ons .  A t  t h i s  po i n t  

t h e  b ik e  t i r ed  o f  t he  f un  

and  r e t u rned  me  t o  t h e  

r o ad .  A l l  t h i s  t ime  Bruce  

j u s t  s a t  t h e re  and  ju s t  

s hook  h i s  h ead .  Hi s  Suzuk i  

i s  on l y young  and  a  b i t  

n e rvous  o f  b e i ng  too  

adven tu rous  ye t .  

          We  en t e r ed  

Longreach  t r ave l l i ng  p a s t  

t h e  s to ck  s e l l i ng  compl ex  

w i t h  ou r  f i r s t  po r t  o f  c a l l  

b e ing  t h e  o l d  Power  

Museum  on l y t o  f i nd  i t  

c l o s ed  fo r  l unch .  We we re  

unab l e  t o  wa i t  s o  we  

g r abbed  a  b i t e  t o  ea t  a t  a  

b ake ry b e fo r e  h ead i ng  o f f  

f o r  Windo rah  on  a  good  

t a r r ed  d eve lopmen t  r o ad .  

A long  t h e  way we  ven t u r ed  

o f f  t h e  main  t r a ck  t o  v i s i t  

S t onehenge .  I  h ad  b een  to  

a  p l a ce  o f  t h e  s ame  name  

i n  Eng l and  th e  yea r  b e fo r e  

s o  f e l t  t h e  n eed  to  make  a  

compa r i son .  We  r a t t l ed  i n  

ove r  a  s t ony r ough  road  t o  

f i nd  no  mo re  t h an  a  f ew 

bu i ld i ngs ,  no  shop ,  p e t ro l  

s t a t i on  o r  anyt h i ng  so  we  

d idn ’ t  l oos e  much  t ime  

t h e r e .  

          In  t h e  ou t back  t h e r e  

a r e  so  many t h i ngs  t o  s ee  

and  we  adop t ed  a  po l i cy o f  

go i ng  down  eve ry l i t t l e  

t r a ck  t o  i nve s t i ga t e .  On  

one  such  occa s i on  we  came  

ac ro s s  an  abo r i g i n a l  we l l  

f o r t y  c en t ime t re s  wide  and  

a round  f i f t e en  hund red  

deep  ca rved  in  so l i d  ro ck .  

I t  h ad  s ome  wa te r  i n  i t  bu t  

I  wou ldn ’ t  d r ink  i t .  To  t h i s  

d ay I  s t i l l  wonde r  a t  t he  

amoun t  o f  work  invo lved  

t o  make  i t .  The r e  a r e  many 

p l ace s  whe re  l a rge  s i gns  

a r e  be s i d e  t h e  r oad  wh i ch  

p rov ide  a  l o t  o f  

i n fo rmat ion  abou t  t h e  a rea  

i n c lud i ng  t he  wi l d l i f e  

l i k e l y t o  b e  s een .  

           We  pu l l ed  up  in  

Windorah  wi th  me  head i ng  

i n t o  t h e  shop  to  buy  some  

supp l i e s  f o r  d inner  a s  t h i s  



was  go ing  to  b e  ou r  f i r s t  

n i gh t  c amping  i n  t he  bu sh .  

B ruce  c ros s ed  t he  s t r e e t  t o  

ge t  ou r  l i qu i d  r e f r eshmen t s  

a t  t h e  pub .  We  had  t r oub l e  

l o ad i ng  a l l  t h e  gea r .  We 

spoke  wi th  t h r ee  guys  who  

had  j u s t  t r ave l l ed  ou t  

t h rough  t h e  Co rne r  and  on  

t o  B i rd sv i l l e  s ayi ng  t h ey 

f ound  i t  v e ry d i f f i cu l t .  I  

cou l dn ’ t  r e s i s t  t ak ing  a  

pho to  o f  one  o f  t h e i r  

b ik e s ,  a  BMW wi t h  a  l a rge  

poo l  o f  o i l  unde r  i t .  I  h ad  

a  f ew peop l e  i n  mind  to  

s how  i t  t o  i f  eve r  i t  

b ecame  neces s a ry.  Wha t  

t h e  pho to  d id  no t  show was  

t h a t  t h e  b l oke  s p i l t  t h e  o i l  

bu t  we  won’ t  t a lk  abou t  

t h a t /  The  d i s cus s ion  

f i n i s hed  qu i ck l y b ecau s e  

we  s t i l l  h ad  t o  f i nd  a  

s u i t ab l e  c amp  spo t  and  ge t  

s e t  up  b e fo r e  d a rk  bu t  

mo re  impor t an t l y  a l l  t h i s  

h ad  to  b e  a ccompl i s hed  so  

we  cou l d  r e l ax  b e fo r e  t h e  

b ee r  go t  wa rm .  

            On  t he  way t o  

Qu i lp i e  we  c ro s s ed  some  

r i ve r s  wi th  c amping  a r ea s  

no t  f a r  f r om  town  bu t  t h e r e  

we re  t oo  many peop l e  

t h e r e  s o  we  con t inued  on  

f o r  t h i r t y  m inu t es  t h en  

t u rned  o f f  t o  t h e  r i gh t  

r i d ing  f o r  abou t  a  

k i l omet r e  o f f  t h e  ro ad ,  

pu l l ed  up ,  e r e c t ed  t h e  t en t s  

and  l i t  a  c ampf i r e .  Th i s  

was  a s  i s o l a t ed  as  you  can  

ge t  and  was  so  p eace fu l  

w i t h  no  one  i n  t h e  wo r l d  

knowing  exac t l y  whe re  we  

we re .  D inne r  was  a  

compl i c a t ed  a f f a i r  w i t h  

s oup ,  t o as t  and  wha t eve r  

e l s e  we  cou l d  d i g  ou t  o f  a  

t i n .   

            Fo l l ow ing  a  vo t e  

two  t o  n i l  i t  was  

d e t e rmined  we  wou ld  c amp  

ou t  aga i n  t h e  n ex t  n i gh t  

w i t h  a  mo t e l  s t op  fo r  t he  

l a s t  n i gh t  s o  we  wou ld  b e  

s omewhe re  n ea r  

p r e s en t ab l e  when  we  

r e tu rned  to  ou r  d a r l i ngs  a t  

home .  The r e  i s  s t i l l  a  l o t  

o f  t h i s  s t o ry t o  t e l l  so  n ex t  

mon th  I  w i l l  s h a re  ou r  

adven tu r es  o f  t h e  f i n a l  two  

days .   

                                                                                               

Wi l l i am  G i lmo re .  

   

                                                             

 
 
T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  p r o d u c e d  

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

m emb e r s  o f  t h e  B a t h u r s t  G r o u p  o f  

t h e  U l y s s e s  C l u b  a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  
T h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  a r e  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r s  a n d  b e a r  n o  

r e s e mb l a n c e  t o  f a c t s  o r  t h e  t r u t h ,  

a n d  a r e  n o t  e n d o r s e d  i n  a n y  w a y  

b y  t h e  U l y s s e s  C l u b  I n c .  o r  a n y o n e  

e l s e  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  
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