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EDITORIAL 

 

H i  Eve r yone !  

Are  you  a l l  ge t t i ng  

o rgan i s ed  o r  a r e  we  s t i l l  

t h i nk i ng  abou t  i t ?   

 

I  h ave  s ome  i n fo rma t i on  

wh ich  has  b een  pa s s ed  

on t o  me  i n  r ega rds  t o  

E spe r ance  a rea .  I  know 

t ha t  we  have  a  f ew o f  ou r  

membe rs  h ead ing  ove r  

t h e r e  n ex t  yea r  f o r  ou r  

AGM in  A lbany.  I f  you  

wou ld  l i k e  t o  h ave  a  l ook  

a t  i t  j u s t  con t ac t  me ,  i n  t h e  

p ack  i s  a  d i s k .  My o the r  

h a l f  c an  re commend  t h e  

a r ea .  I  mus t  s a y I  d i dn ’ t  

ge t  down  t h a t  way;  I  wen t  

no r t h  t o  t h e  K imber l ey 

a r ea .  Even  so  t h ings  t end  

t o  change  i n  18yr s  a l so .  

 

Ou r  soc i a l  even i ng  a t  

P ano rama  Mo te l  wen t  

r e a l l y  we l l .  The r e  was  a  

g r ea t  ro l l -up .  We  we re  se t -

up  in  an  a r ea  on  ou r  own .  

The  f ood  was  qu i ck  &  

t a s t y .  W i th  one  o f  ou r  

coup l es  we re  f o rgo t t en  

abou t  &  t h ey we re  r e a l l y  

hungry,  we  had  a l l  f i n i s hed  

& t hey we re  s t i l l  wa i t i ng  

f o r  t h e i r  mea l  t o  a r r i ve .  

 

The r e  i s  a  b i t  o f  r ead ing  

aga i n ,  a s  Wi l l i am  ha s  s en t  

h i s  n ex t  i n s t a l lmen t  f r om  

h i s  Cape  t r i p .  So  s i t  b ack  

&  en j oy.  

 

In  c a s e  I  don ’ t  s e e  you  a l l  

n ex t  w / end  fo r  ou r  r i de  

h ave  a  h appy & s a fe  

Ch r i s tmas  & I  w i l l  b e  

t a l k i ng  t o  you  a l l  nex t  

yea r .  

 

Don ’ t  f o rge t  abou t  l e t t i ng  

me  know i f  you  a r e  coming  

nex t  w / end .  A l so  numbe rs  

f o r  ou r  AGM in  J anua r y 

ou t  a t  t h e  D i ck i e s     

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT  
DATES  2009  

 
 

 

DECEMBER’S RIDE: 
 
 MEET IN THE CARPARK 
AT THE BACK OF MACCA’S 
AT 9AM FOR OUR 
MONTHLY RIDE TO 
ANGELA & WILLIAM 
GILLMORE’S AT OBERON, 
THEN TARALGA PUB FOR 
LUNCH.  
 
IF YOU ARE COMING ON THE 

DAY CAN YOU LET ME KNOW 

FOR CATERING AT 

GILLMORE’S & ALSO AT 

TARALGA PLEASE. 

 

                
 

 

IMPORTANT DATE 
2010 
 

GATHERING FOR OUR 
END OF YEAR & AGM 2010 
WILL BE ON SATURDAY 
16TH JANUARY OUT AT 

JAN & BOB DICKIE AT 
NEWBRIDGE. 
 
COST OF $10 A HEAD FOR 
A ROAST DINNER & 
SALADS, MEAT COOKED 
IN THE PIZZA OVEN. 
THE AFTERNOON WILL 
START FROM 3PM, SO WE 
CAN HAVE OUR AGM & 
GET BUSINESS OUT OF 
THE WAY TO SHARE A 
MEAL TOGETHER. 
 
WE NEED TO KNOW 
NUMBERS FOR CATERING 
SO YOU WILL NEED TO 
CONTACT BOB & JAN 
DICKIE 63681185 OR THE 
REA’S 63373351 BY THE 
8TH JANUARY 2010.  
 
 
On Good Friday 2nd April 
2010 Forbes are holding a 
race day with the camel 
cup. Kick-off is from 11am 
if anyone is interested. 
 
 
 

Some months  ago  I  had  

wha t  I  t hought  was  a  

no i se  i n  t he  rea r  o f  my  

Yamaha .  A t  the  t ime  

Adam Gi lmore  was  a  

mechan i c  a t  Bea rds  and  

he  d i d  the  pu l l i ng  down  

and  what  was  t o  be  a  b i g  

j ob .  I t  t u rned  ou t  t ha t  

no th i ng  majo r  was  wrong  

i n  f a c t  a  f e l l ow I  came 

upon  on  the  same b i ke  

sa i d  t hey  a re  ve ry  

ag r i cu l tu ra l  a s  h i s  was  

t he  same.  I  mus t  say  tha t  

Adam cou l d  not  be  more  

he l p fu l  and  went  to  many  

l eng th s  t o  make  i t  r i gh t .  

I  pe r sona l l y  have  no  



mechan i ca l  sk i l l s ;  on l y  

knowing  where  t o  pu t  

wa te r  and  o i l  i n  my  4wd .   

  

A f t e r  seve ra l  mon ths  and  

t h i nk i ng  I  shou l d  ge t  a  

se rv i ce  I  con tac t ed  Adam 

who  w i l l i ng  p i cked  the  

b i ke  up  and  re tu rned  

some hou r  o r  so  l a t e r .  

Upon  h i s  a r r i va l  t he  f i r s t  

ques t i on  he  a sked  was  

when  d i d  I  l a s t  r i de  t he  

b i ke?  I  sa i d  as  a  mat t e r  

o f  f a c t  i t  was  two  days  

ago  when  I  wen t  to  

Ca rcoa r  sa l e  ya rds ,  he  

t hen  sa i d  was  i t  ha rd  t o  

s t ee r ,  I  sa i d  a s  a  mat t e r  

i t  was  a  l i t t l e  d i f f i cu l t  and  

d i dn ’ t  seem to  wan t  t o  

respond  on  co rne rs .  The  

reason  f o r  th i s  Adam sa i d  

was  because  t he re  was  

on l y  20 l b  p ressu re  and  

shou ld  have  been  38 l b .  

Adam sa i d  we l l  j ump  on  

now  and  see  the  

d i f f e rence ,  we l l  I  

sudden l y  became a  much  

be t t e r  r i de r ,  t hanks  t o  

Adam.  

 

Thanks  Denn i s   
 
                                                                                                              
 

NOVEMBER’S  RIDE  

 

Saw 2  b i ke s  ( 4  p eop l e  h ead  

o f f )  on  t h a t  Sunday  

morn i ng .  Pam & Jus t i n  l e t  

me  know tha t  t h ey d idn ’ t  

ge t  f a r  a s  i t  was  s o  b l oody 

ho t .  I  t h ink  t h ey a r e  b r ave  

even  to  ge t  t he  b ike  ou t  &  

t r y  t o  h ead  o f f .  They 

t u rned  o f f  a t  B l ayn ey & 

headed  over  t o  Bob  & J an  

D i ck i e  a t  Newbr idge .   

 

 

                 
 

                                                                  

Cape  York  Ep i sode  three  

             We l l  f i n a l l y  i t  i s  

t ime  to  s t a r t  mak ing  ou r  

way home and  b id  Punsand  

Bay f a r ewe l l .  B ruce  and  

Hugh  we re  t h e  f i r s t  t o  

l e ave  wi t h  Robe r t  some  

ha l f  hour  a f t e r  t h em  and  a s  

u sua l  P au l  and  I  b r i ng ing  

up  th e  r e a r  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  I  

h ad  to  f i n i s h  my b r eak f as t  

you  know .  We  d i dn ’ t  

expec t  t o  s ee  t h e  o th e r s  

b e fo re  t h e  J a rd ine  c ro s s i ng  

bu t  a s  we  d rove  i n to  

Bamaga  t h e r e  was  Robe r t  

no t  l ook ing  ve ry h appy 

w i t h  a  t e ch  s c r ew  

p ro t rud i ng  f r om  h i s  r e a r  

t yr e  and  we  we re  ca r r yi ng  

s ome  o f  h i s  t oo l s .  So  we  

s e t  t o  i t  and  i n  no  t ime  t h e  

t yr e  was  p l ugged  and  

i n f l a t ed  wi t h  t hos e  mag i c  

l i t t l e  ga s  bo t t l e s  and  we  

we re  on  ou r  way w i t h  no  

f u r t h e r  i n c i den t s  be fo r e  

l unch  a t  B ramwel l  

J unc t ion .  Hav ing  fu e l l ed  

up  th e  b i k es  and  devoured  

s ome  s t e ak  sandwiches  

w i t h  ch ip s  we  wen t  up  t h e  

Te l eg r aph  Line  t o  t h e  f i r s t  

c r e ek  c ros s ing  some  th r ee  

k i l omet r es  away.  Robe r t  

and  Hugh  t hough t  i t  t oo  

s andy and  chose  t o  t u rn  

a round  bu t  B ruce  ba t t l ed  

on  a s  we  d i d  i n  t h e  Toyo t a .   

When  peop l e  h ave  t h e  

op t ion  o f  u s i ng  a  r e l a t i v e l y 

good  road  and  t h en  choose  

t o  knock  th e i r  v eh i c l es  

a round  in  t h e se  p l ace s  i s  

s imp ly b eyond  my 

unde r s t and i ng .  We 

w i t n es sed  a  b loke  i n  a  100  

s e r i e s  Land  C ru i s e r  t r yi ng  

t o  l aunch  h i s  mach ine  up  

ove r  a  r o ck  l edge  t o  ge t  

ou t  o f  a  c r eek  c ros s ing  

wh ich  was  s ome  s even  o r  

e i gh t  me t r e s  be low g round  

l eve l .  Even tua l l y  a no t he r  

v eh i c l e  t ha t  was  t he r e  j u s t  

t o  wa t ch  t h e  f un  yanked  

h im  ou t  wi th  a  s na t ch  

s t r ap .  

             The  nex t  s t op  was  

“Be r t i ehaugh” ,  a  pa s to r a l  

s t a t i on  f o rmal l y  owned  by 

t h e  Wea the r spoons  who  

own  “Yo rk  Downs”  where  

we  s t ayed  on  th e  way up .  

I t  h a s  a  s even t y-k i lomet r e  

f r on t age  t o  t h e  Wen lock  

R ive r  and  th i s  i s  whe r e  

S t eve  I rw in  conduc t ed  a  

l o t  o f  r e sea r ch  on  

c rocod i l e s .  Upon  h i s  d ea th  

Te r r i  I rw in  compl a i ned  

t h a t  t h e  l egacy o f  S t eve’ s  

wo rk  wou ld  be  l o s t  so  

a l ong  came  John  Howard  

w i t h  s ix  po i n t  t h r ee  

m i l l i on  do l l a r s  t o  pu r chas e  

“Be r t i ehaugh”  and  t u rn  i t  



i n t o  “The  S t eve  I rw in  

Wi l d l i f e  Res e rve”  w i t h  

app rop r i a t e  s i gnage  a t  t h e  

en t r ance .  What  i s  no t  

commonl y known  i s  t h a t  

t h e  fo rme r  owne r s  s t i l l  

h ave  t h e  us e  o f  t h e  p l a ce  

f o r  t h e  n ex t  t h i r t y- f i ve  

yea r s  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  money 

i n  t h e  Bank .  I  w i shed  

S t eve  h ad  done  some  

r e s ea r ch  i n  t h e  c r eek  a t  t h e  

b ack  o f  ou r  p l a ce .  

              Ten  K’s  o f f  t h e  

r o ad  we  came  t o  t he  

homes t ead ,  a  l a rge  

co r ruga t ed  i r on  f l a t  r oo f ed  

bu i ld i ng  wi t h  a  wa l l  l e s s  

t h an  one  me t r e  h i gh  a round  

i t  t h en  a  two-met r e  gap  t o  

t h e  roo f .  F l y s c r een s !  What  

a r e  t h ey?  I t  con s i s t ed  o f  

one  r oom abou t  f i f t e en  

met r e s  by t en  wi t h  a  f u l l  

s i z ed  snooke r  t ab l e  and  a  

number  o f  o th e r  t ab l es  t o  

f e ed  t h e  c r ew  when  th e  

mus t e r s  a r e  on .  To  t h e  

b ack  and  in  one  co rne r  was  

t h e  k i t chen ,  open  a i r  o f  

cou rs e  w i th  b enches  wh i ch  

we re  s l abs  and  she lve s  

s uspended  f r om  the  r oo f  b y 

l a rge  cha i ns  and  loca t ed  

w i t h  l eng th s  o f  r eo  r od  

t h rough  t h e  cha in .  A  bank  

o f  f r i dge s  g r aced  one  wa l l  

and  th e  ho t  wa t e r  was  b y 

way o f  a  f i r e  under  a  

f o r t y- fou r  ga l l on  d rum.  

              We  we re  met  b y 

a  woman  ca l l ed  Suz  who  

i n fo rmed  us  t h e  men  wou ld  

no t  b e  b ack  f rom  t he  

mus t e r  fo r  ano t he r  hour ,  so  

make  ou rs e l v es  a t  home  

and  have  a  l ook  a round ,  

p a r t i cu l a r l y  t h e  ca t t l e  t h ey 

have  i n  t h e  ya rd s  wh i ch  

t h ey had  caugh t  ove r  t h e  

l a s t  f ew days .  They  round  

up  some  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  w i th  

f ou r  whee l  b ik e s  and  a  

Rob inson  R22  he l i cop t e r  

bu t  mos t  o f  t h e  bu l l s  a r e  

r un  down  wi t h  t h e  b ik e s  

w i t h  mass iv e  bu l l  ba r s ,  

t i ed  up  and  lo aded  on t o  a  

t r a i l e r  b eh ind  an  o ld  l and  

c ru i s e r  t o  b e  t aken  t o  t h e  

ya rd s .  We a l s o  needed  to  

f i nd  a  s u i t ab l e  l o ca t ion  fo r  

t h e  e r ec t i on  o f  ou r  t en t s .  

As  we  we re  wa l k i ng  t o  t h e  

ya rd s  t h e r e  was  s ome  

d i s cuss ion  a s  t o  whe t he r  

we  shou l d  s t ay b ecau s e  

s ome  o f  ou r  t roupe  f e l t  we  

may be  impos i ng  when  th e  

men  we re  s o  bu sy a nd  

o the r s  wan t ed  t o  p i t ch  ou r  

t en t s  and  en jo y t h e  

company fo r  t h e  n igh t .  

            When  we  re ached  

t h e  ya rd s  we  were  amazed  

how poo r  t h e  c a t t l e  we re .  I  

wan t ed  t o  ge t  my camera  

t o  pho t ogr aph  th em so  I  

wen t  b ack  t o  t h e  

homes t ead  to  ge t  i t  f r om 

my b i ke .  Cons i de r ing  t h e  

t ime  and  th e  d i s t ance  t o  

t h e  n ex t  c amp ing  spo t  on  

t h e  Wen lock  I  t hough t  

s ome  cove r t  a c t i on  was  

r equ i r ed  s o  I  s aw  Suz  and  

t o l d  he r  t he  s i t u a t i on  t h a t  

s ome  o f  t h e  guys  migh t  

n eed  some  r ea s su r ance .  

She  s a id  s he  wou ld  h ave  t o  

go  p as t  t h e  ya rd s  t o  ge t  

s ome  wood  fo r  t h e  f i r e  so  

s he  cou ld  pu t  t h e i r  m inds  

a t  r e s t .  I  r ode  b ack  to  t he  

ya rd s  and  t ook  th e  

p i c tu r e s .  Soon  she  d rove  

up ,  s t opped ,  swung he r  

l egs  ou t  o f  t h e  v eh i c l e  and  

wh i l e  r o l l i ng  a  smoke  

commenced  t o  t a lk  away 

i nd i ca t i ng  how  th e  men  

we re  l ook ing  f o rward  t o  

s ee i ng  us  and  i n  no  t ime  

t h e  mood  s eemed  to  change  

and  we  we re  s t ayi ng .  Then  

she  s a id  “ I  h ad  b e t t e r  ge t  

s ome  wood”  so  I  o f f e r ed  t o  

go  w i th  h e r .  When  she  

d rove  o f f  t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  

s he  s a id  t o  me  was  “How 



d id  I  go” .  I  l aughed  and  we  

became  good  f r i ends  f rom  

t ha t  t ime  on .  

          We  cooked  ou r  own  

d inner  t h en  wen t  t o  t h e  

homes t ead  and  had  a  g r ea t  

n i gh t  ya rn i ng  t o  t hem .  

The r e  we re  abou t  s i x  

r i nge r s  one  g r ade r  d r iv e r  

and  h i s  g i r l  f r i end ,  t h e  

bos s ’ s  s on  and  h i s  g i r l  

f r i end ,  Suz y’ s  p a r tn e r  and  

two  backpacke r s .  One  was  

an  I r i s hman  and  the  o t h e r  

was  a  g i r l  f rom F rance  t o  

whom I  s a i d ,  “ I  s uppose  

a l l  t h es e  Aus s i e  men  wi l l  

t e ach  you  how to  swea r ” .  

She  d idn ’ t  unde rs t and  me  

so  she  s ough t  h e lp  f r om  

t he  I r i s hman .  He r  r ep l y t o  

me  th en  was  “You  mean  

l i k e  F***  “ .   

         The  nex t  morn ing  

s aw  us  p ack  up ,  b id  ou r  

f a r ewel l s  and  h i t  t he  r o ad  

b r i gh t  and  ea r l y  a s  a  c a r  

r a l l y  was  coming  on to  t he  

r o ad  we  wou ld  b e  us ing  

l a t e r  i n  t h e  mo rn ing .  As  i t  

t u rned  ou t  we  d idn ’ t  ge t  

p a s t  whe re  t h ey t u rned  

on t o  t h e  r o ad  w i thou t  

mee t ing  mos t  o f  t hem .  The  

r emainde r  o f  t h e  t r i p  b ack  

t o  Lake l and  was  

uneven t fu l  excep t  fo r  Hugh  

h i t t i ng  some  bu l l  du s t  and  

was  l u cky t o  ge t  t h rough  i t  

w i t hou t  t e a r s .  

           Back  a t  Lake l and  

we  un l oaded  t h e  Toyo t a  

and  pu t  eve r yt h ing  b ack  

on t o  t h e  b i k es  a f t e r  we  go t  

P au l ’ s  one  ou t  o f  Pe t e r ’ s  

s h ed  wi t h  t h e  ex cep t i on  o f  

my gea r  a s  I  h ad  to  t ake  i t  

b ack  to  Ca i rn s  and  pu t  i t  

on  mine  when  I  r e tu rn  t h e  

Toyo t a .  A t  t h i s  t ime  

Robe r t  d ec i ded  to  l e ave  u s  

and  make  a  run  fo r  home .  I  

b e l i eve  h e  was  m i s s ing  

Ka r in .  When  I  go t  b ack  on  

my b i ke  I  wen t  b ack  

t h rough  Mareeba  and  

headed  down  to  A the r t on  

whe re  I  was  r eun i t ed  wi t h  

t h e  t h r ee  r emain i ng  guys  

f o r  t h e  n i gh t .  

            Nex t  mo rn i ng  we  

wen t  t o  t h e  Unda r a  Lava  

Tubes  where  t he  boys  h ad  

a  gu ided  t ou r  o f  t he  t ubes  

wh i l s t  I  p l a ced  s ome  coa t s  

on  t h e  g round  bes id e  t h e  

b ik e s ,  l ay on  th em  and  

wen t  t o  s l e ep .  I  h ad  s een  

t h e  t ube s  b e fo r e  wi t h  

Ange l a  and  l e t ’ s  f ace  i t  

s omeone  had  t o  m ind  th e  

b ik e s .  Tha t  done  ou r  n ex t  

s t op  was  The  Oas i s  

Roadhouse  where  we  

s t ayed  t h e  n i gh t .  An  

i n t e r es t i ng  p l a ce  wi th  good  

accommoda t i on ,  t ucke r  and  

g rog  s e rved  f rom a  b a r  no t  

much  b i gge r  t h an  th e  

smal l es t  r oom  i n  t he  

house .  You  know  wha t  I  

mean .  Th i s  was  whe re  we  

sp l i t  aga in  wi t h  P au l  

r e lu c t an t  t o  t ake  on  any 

d i r t  r o ad s  due  t o  h i s  

un fo r t una t e  m i shap  ea r l i e r  

on  and  I  don ’ t  b l ame  h im.  

He  i s  a  l ucky boy.  Hugh  

dec ided  t o  a ccompany Pau l  

s o  Bruce  and  I  t hough t  we  

wou ld  embark  on  a  who l e  

n ew  adven t u re  and  t ake  t h e  

l ong  way home  hav i ng  a  

b a l l  a l l  o f  wh i ch  wi l l  b e  

r evea l ed  nex t  mon th .  

                               

Wi l l i am  G i lmo re    

 
 
T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  p r o d u c e d  

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

m emb e r s  o f  t h e  B a t h u r s t  G r o u p  o f  

t h e  U l y s s e s  C l u b  a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  
T h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  a r e  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r s  a n d  b e a r  n o  

r e s e mb l a n c e  t o  f a c t s  o r  t h e  t r u t h ,  

a n d  a r e  n o t  e n d o r s e d  i n  a n y  w a y  

b y  t h e  U l y s s e s  C l u b  I n c .  o r  a n y o n e  

e l s e  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  

 

Contributions are appreciated and will be 
edited and published subject to available 
space 
 

Jenny Rea 63 373 351 
 
reagj@aapt.net.au

 


