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EDITORIAL 

 

 

 

Hi  Everyone ,  
 
We lcome to  “SPRING”.  
Th is  weathe r  makes  you  
fee l  more  a l i ve ! ! ! !  
So  we  can  dus t  o f  the  
b ike  gea r  t ha t  has  been  
hang ing  in  the  back  o f  
the  wardrobe ,  charge  the  
b ike  ba t te ry  up?  Ge t  
ready ! ! !  
 
We l l  I  s ta r ted  o f f  we l l  
w i t h  pu t t ing th i s  month ’s  
BUG toge ther ,  so r ry  to  
say the  whee l  have  
fa l len  o f f .  The  
concen t ra t ion  is  no t  
happen ing as  I ’m  a  l i t t le  
unde r  the  wea the r ;  I  
have  come down wi th  a  
bad  case  o f  tons i l l i t i s .   
A t  l eas t  I  have  ma jo r i t y  
o f  the  bug toge the r .  So  
my p iece  i s  sho r t  &  
swee t  th i s  month .  
 
Thanks  W i l l iam fo r  you r  
f i rs t  ins ta l lment  f rom 
you r  las t  t r ip .  I t  i s  a  
g rea t  read .  So  g rab  a  
cuppa  &  en joy .   
 
 
 

I M PO R T AN T  
D AT E S  2009  

 
 

SEPTEMBER’S RIDE:  
Meet at the back of Macca’s in the 

car park at 10am 

 

Bathurst, O’Connell, Oberon, 

Hampton, Balckheath, Bell, 

Lithgow for lunch at Lithgow 

Workies, then ride home. 

 

OCTOBER’S RIDE:  17TH 
October 2009. 
Meet at the back of Macca’s at 
9am. 
Bathurst, Lucknow, Orange, 
Mullion Creek, Euchareena, 
Stuart Town, Mumbil for lunch 
at the pub. Wellington, Molong, 
Orange then home. 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATE 
2010 
 
GATHERING FOR OUR 
END OF YEAR & AGM 2010 
WILL BE ON SATURDAY 
16TH JANUARY OUT AT 
JAN & BOB DICKIE AT 
NEWBRIDGE. 
SO MARK THIS IN YOUR 
DIARY NOW. 
 
 

SOCIAL 
GATHERING WILL 
BE ON FRIDAY 
18TH SEPTEMBER 
2009 AT 
SHANAHANS 
FAMILY

 
HOTEL ON 

THE CORNER OF 
RUSSELL ST & 
BENTICK ST. OUR 
NEXT FROM 6.30 
FOR A 7PM 
DINNER. 

 

IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO COME 
PLEASE RSVP BY 
THE 14

T H
 

SEPTEMBER, 
EITHER BY EMAIL 
OR PHONE.   
                                                   

 
A U GU ST ’S  RI DE  

S aw  9  b ik e s ,  1 4  

b od i es  h ead  o f f  f ro m 

B a thu rs t .  Fr o m 

me mo r y  i t  w as  a  

g r e a t  d ay  f o r  a  r ide .  

I  mad e  r es e rv a t ion s  

a t  th e  T a ran a  Pub  

f o r  lun ch  f o r  16  a s  

A l an  & M e r ed i th  

c a ugh t  up  w i th  t he  

g r oup  t he r e .  I t  w as  

a  go od  oppo r tun i ty  

t o  r e la x  ov e r  a  

l ov e l y  me a l .    

 

                                   
 

 

C A PE  Y OR K 20 09   

 

        One  s nowy J u l y 

mo rn i ng  I  s e t  o f f  t o  mee t  

Hugh  Good fe l l ow ,  Bruce  

Wei s e  and  Pau l  G i l ch r i s t  a t  

G i l gand ra  b e ing  t he  f i r s t  

l eg  o f  ou r  t r i p  t o  t he  t op .  

Hav ing  fu e l l ed  up  bo t h  

men  and  mach ines  we  

headed  fo r  Di r r anband i  f o r  

ou r  f i r s t  ove rn i gh t  s t op .  

       B r i gh t  and  ea r l y  we  

made  t r a ck s  f o r  C l e rmon t  

whe re  we  met  Rob  Sandow,  



t h e  i n s t i ga to r  o f  t h i s  t r i p .  

A  f eed  and  a  s l e ep  had  us  

r e ady t h e  n ex t  d ay f o r  t h e  

j ou rney v i a  Townsv i l l e  t o  

Ca i rns  whe re  we  r es t ed  f o r  

a  coup l e  o f  d ays  (we ’ r e  o ld  

men  you  know)  and  had  

knobb i es  f i t t ed ,  b ik e s  

s e rv i ced  e t c .  

       Rob  was  re a r ing  t o  go  

on  h i s  n ew  1200  GS  

Adven tu r e ,  P au l  on  a  1200  

GS ,  Hugh  and  Bruce  

s po r t i ng  new  DL 650 ’s  and  

I  cho s e  t o  g i ve  t h e  o ld  

b lu e  DL1000  a  run .  We  had  

c l o th e s ,  c amp ing  gea r ,  

cook ing  t h i ngs ,  t ucke r  

t oo l s  and  p rov i s i on  f o r  

ex t r a  fu e l .  

       Th i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  d ay 

o f  t he  r e a l  t r i p  and  we  

moto r ed  a l ong  th e  s cen i c  

r o ad  t o  Po r t  Doug la s  t o  

s how  Bruce  and  Pau l  who  

hadn ’ t  been  th e r e  be fo r e ,  

t h en  b ack  t o  Mossman  on  

ou r  way t o  t h e  f e r ry  ove r  

t h e  Da i n t r ee  R ive r .  We  

t h en  took  t h e  Coas t  Road  

t h rough  t h e  Na t i ona l  P a rk  

wh ich  was  rough ,  s l ow 

w i t h  some  cha l l eng i ng  

c r eek  c ros s ings .  We  a l l  

h ad  va ryi ng  deg r ees  o f  

t r oub l e  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  

o f  Bruce  who  s a t  back ,  

wa t ched  t h e  r es t  o f  u s  t h en  

t ook  th e  p e r f ec t  l i ne .  I  l a y 

my b i ke  down  i n  one  

c r eek ;  we t  a  l o t  o f  my 

c l o the s  and  wo rs e  s t i l l  

gave  my camera  and  phone  

an  un i n t ended  swim .  Oh  

and  my p r i d e  go t  washed  

away t oo .  Hav ing  

nego t i a t ed  t h i s  ro ad  we  

r e ached  a  pub  ca l l ed  The  

Li on s  Den  where  we  had  a  

we l l  ea rned  d r i nk  and  a  

l ook  abou t  b e fo r e  

t r ave l l i ng  t o  Cook town .  I  

l e t  t h e  o th e r s  go  on  ahead  

so  I  cou ld  pu t  s ome  

l aundr y on  each  mi r ro r  and  

ho l d  t h e  sodden  phone  in  

t h e  wind  to  d r y ou t  w i thou t  

b e ing  l aughed  a t .  F rom 

Cook town  to  Lake l and  

whe re  we  met  an  o ld  

s choo l  ma t e  o f  B ruce ’ s  was  

uneven t fu l .  D i s cuss ions  

ove r  a  f ew  d r i nk s  and  

d inner  de t e rmined  th a t  we  

wou ld  s pend  two  n igh t s  

t h e r e  t o  enab l e  ou r  

n ewfound  f r i end ,  Pe t e r  t o  

g i v e  u s  a  gu ided  t ou r  o f  a  

l a rge  o rgan i c  b anana  

ope r a t i on ,  h i s  g r az ing  

p rope r t y  and  whopp ing  

g r ea t  d ams  he  con s t r uc t ed  

f o r  i r r i ga t i on  a l ong  w i th  

an  i n s i gh t  i n t o  h i s  f enc i ng  

bus ine s s .  

      When  we  f i n a l l y  go t  

go i ng  aga i n  we  wen t  t o  

Lau ra  t h en  t u rned  Eas t  

t owa rds  Lake f i e ld  Na t i ona l  

P a rk .  Th i s  i s  whe r e  t h ings  

wen t  p ea r  shaped .  We we re  

on  a  good  g r ave l  road  

when  i t  d e t e r io r a t ed  t o  

s and  and  co r ruga t es  

w i t hou t  wa rn ing  wh i ch  was  

a lmos t  impos s ib l e  t o  s ee  

r e su l t i ng  i n  P au l  coming  

down .  As  I  app roached  I  

s aw  Rob  s i t t i ng  on  t h e  

r o ad  wi th  P au l  who  was  

unconsc ious  wi th  t h e  b ik e  

on  i t s  s i d e  n ea rby.  B ruce  

and  I  s t ood  th e  b i ke  up  and  

t h en  I  h eaded  back  t o  

Lau ra  f o r  h e l p .  P au l  was  

t r an spo r t ed  t o  Lau ra  by 

r o ad  t h en  b y choppe r  t o  

Ca i rns  hosp i t a l .  We  took  

h i s  b ik e  b ack  to  Lake l and  

and  pu t  i t  i n  P e t e r ’ s  

wo rkshop .  Remarkab l y 

apa r t  f r om  some cosmet i c  

d amage  wh i ch  r equ i r ed  

Rob  and  me  t o  spend  t h e  

n ex t  mo rn i ng  on  i t .  

O the rwi s e  t h e  b i ke  was  

f i ne .  

      The  nex t  mo rn ing  

Bruce  and  Hugh  rode  t o  

Ca i rns  t o  co l l e c t  Pau l  f rom 

hosp i t a l  and  p rocu re  some  

accommoda t i on  fo r  a  f ew  

days  s o  h e  cou l d  r ecove r  

f r om  h i s  o rdea l  and  f o r  a l l  

o f  u s  t o  r e f l e c t  on  t h e  

even t  and  ponde r  a s  t o  how 

much  wo rs e  i t  cou ld  have  

b een .  

      I t  was  d ec ided  t o  h i r e  

a  t r oup i e  a s  Pau l  was  

adv i sed  no t  t o  r i d e  f o r  

ano t he r  week .  I  pu t  my 

hand  up  to  s t e e r  i t  and  we  

f i l l ed  i t  w i th  a l l  t he  gea r  

r educ ing  th e  l o ad  on  t h e  

o th e r  t h r ee  b i k es .  

Musgrave  Roadhouse  was  

ou r  n ex t  ove rn i gh t  s t op .  

We a r r i ved  in  t ime  fo r  Rob  

and  Bruce  t o  do  a  l i t t l e  

ex cu rs i on  t o  a  b i r d  

s anc tua r y w i t h  

a ccommoda t i on .  We  had  

smal l  bu t  v e ry c l e an  rooms  

w i t h  t h e  e a t i ng  a r ea  f i f t y  

me t r e s  away unde rnea th  

t h e  o ld  t e l eg r aph  bu i l d ing .  

The r e  i s  o f  l o t  o f  h i s to r y 

i n  t h es e  o ld  p l a ces .  

           F rom  t he r e  ou r  

n ex t  s t op  was  Coen  fo r  

f u e l .  The  ro ad  r anged  f rom  

ve r y good  i n  p l a ce s  t o  

ex t r emely co r ruga t ed  wi t h  

s ome  pa t ches  o f  s and  

wh ich  r equ i r ed  cons t an t  

concen t r a t i on  so  Bruce  and  

Hugh  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  t ook  i t  

v e r y e a s y.  I  mus t  s a y t h e  

Toyo t a  moto r ed  a l ong  

beau t i f u l l y  a l l owing  i t s  

p ampe red  occupan t s ’  t o  

h ave  a  good  l ook  a round .  

           We  en j o yed  a  

l ove l y p i cn i c  l unch  a t  t h e  

t u rn  o f f  t o  We ipa  be fo r e  

con t i nu ing  on  a  r e a l l y  

good  road  t o  s ee  t he  

b aux i t e  min ing  wh ich  

i nvo l ve s  s t r i pp i ng  abou t  

two  met r e s  o f  t op so i l  o f f  

b e fo re  d i gg ing  i t  ou t  and  

t r uck i ng  wi t h  mass i v e  

m in i ng  t ru cks  on  a  h au l  

r o ad  t o  We ipa  f o r  

s h i pp ing .  Ther e  i s  abou t  

t h ree  met r es  o f  t he  o r e  t o  

m ine  a f t e r  wh i ch  t he  a r ea  



i s  r e i ns t a t ed  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  

cond i t i on .  The  t own  i t s e l f  

s po r t s  a  Woolwo r t hs  wi t h  a  

f ew  spec i a l t y  s hop s  i n  a  

c en t r e  and  p l en t y o f  

eng i nee r ing  wo rks  and  

a s soc i a t ed  bu s i nes se s  

ga i n i ng  t h e i r  l i v e l i hoods  

f r om  t he  m ines .  

           To  be  con t inued  

     By Wi l l i am Gi lmo re  

 

  

 
 
T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  p r o d u c e d  

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B a t h u r s t  G r o u p  o f  

t h e  U l y s s e s  C l u b  a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  
T h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  a r e  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r s  a n d  b e a r  n o  

r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  f a c t s  o r  t h e  t r u t h ,  

a n d  a r e  n o t  e n d o r s e d  i n  a n y  w a y  

b y  t h e  U l y s s e s  C l u b  I n c .  o r  a n y o n e  

e l s e  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  

 

Contributions are appreciated and will be 
edited and published subject to available 
space 
 

Jenny Rea 63 373 351 
 
reagj@aapt.net.au

 


